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Farm

Rosedale’s

End Of The Rainbow

By Nicole Schoen

Being a dancer takes determination, immense strength and 
self-control. The same can be said for farmers. This might 
be why ballet dancer of over 40 years, Marum Rosedale, feels 
right at home on her over five acre Rosedale’s End of the Rain-
bow Farm in Lithia where she has called home for the past 15 
years. 

Growing up in Cincinnati, Ohio, Marum came from a fam-
ily of Russian Jewish celebrities. Her father, Harris, owned 30 
dance studios in the tri-state area, was on the Ed Sullivan Show, 
trained the Mouseketeers, was an understudy to Gene Kelly, 
and hosted a talent show every Sunday morning on WCPO 
for over 30 years, among many other accomplishments. Her 
mother, Selma, was an artist and entrepreneur involved in ev-
erything from running boutiques to hosting a television show 
called Bride to Be. Marum graduated from high school early 
at age 16 and began dancing with the Chicago Ballet where she 
had the opportunity to perform all over the country.  “I knew 
I wanted to be a professional when I was 12, and that was it,” 
states Marum. “I actually tried out for the Cincinnati Ballet 
when I was 12 and made it and danced there for the summer.”

After four years Marum and her partner had the opportunity 
to audition and perform with the Radio City Music Hall Ballet 
Company where they were the guest artists with the company 
and got to perform with The Rockettes. From there she went 

to American Ballet Theatre in New York where she stayed for 
quite a few years. After moving to Massachusetts years later, 
she auditioned for and made the Springfield Ballet Company. 

Marum suffered a severe injury over 20 years ago, after her 
four children were born and grown, at a studio in Cinncinati 
during a rehearsal of the ballet Rodeo when one of the other 
dancers severed her ACL with their tap shoe. After surgery 
and physical therapy she still wasn’t back to normal. It wasn’t 
until she discovered Pilates through the hospital she went to 
for physical therapy that she began to get back to normal.

“I went to physical therapy and it didn’t do anything. I had 
no range of motion,” remembers Marum. “It (Pilates) was the 
only thing that helped as a dancer; it was invaluable.”

When she saw the difference Pilates made for her personally, 
Marum decided to become a certified Pilates instructor to 
help others. In her cottage on her farm, Marum holds per-
sonal training Pilates sessions for dancers, horseback riders, 
or anyone with a desire to strengthen their muscles or reha-
bilitate their bodies. She works with on average 20 clients a 
week with some who have been training with her for as long 
as eight years. 

After moving to Lithia in 1998 she began working at Judy’s 
Dance Academy at 1709 Highway 60 in Valrico where she 
teaches ballet. Starting in the fall she will be teaching her stu-
dents at Judy’s choreography to her new ballet, Harry Potter. 
She also works at Tampa Bay Rhythmic at 6542 Kryucl Ave. 
in Riverview, teaching rhythmic ballet for the past five years. 

“I am not sure if I have ever known a teacher who displays 
such passion about what she teaches. She cares so much about 
her students and their education about ballet. The studio is 
truly blessed to have her on staff,” said Owner of Judy’s Dance 
Academy, Judy Comiskey.

Dancer Sophia Karp, age 9, has been taking ballet lessons with 
Marum for four and a half years and Pilates for two and a half 
years.

Marum feeds Odette a treat. Odette, a 
silver Arabian, is currently for sale.
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“Marum is in tune with age groups and does things that are 
appropriate for their age, which also means she challenges 
them to be at the next level,” says Sophia’s father, Allan Karp. 
“I’ve seen significant growth in Sophia. She’s dancing two 
years ahead of where she should be for her age.”

When not teaching at a studio, Marum can be found tending 
her multitude of animals around the farm. Growing up she 
always had a house with land and some animals, so living on 
a farm was not a foreign concept. Marum is passionate about 
horses and has been riding since about age 4. She runs a small, 
family boarding operation and currently has five horses, one 
of which, a grey Arabian named Odette, is currently for sale. 
Guests on her farm will also find over 30 peacocks, each one 
she knows by name, around 10 chickens, three goats, geese, 
cats, four dogs, and a pot-belly pig named Serena. She also has 
some banana trees, tomato plants and assorted flowers in her 
garden, including a beautiful hand-made mosaic memorial to 
her parents that one of her Pilates clients made for her. 

The care Marum has for her animals and her students is ev-
ident in the fruits of her labor. Her even-temper and sweet 
disposition has ensured her success in everything she puts her 
hands to. Marum is truly a mensch, or person of integrity and 
honor. 

For more information about Marum’s Pilates classes, her 
horse for sale, or anything else, contact her at 813-720-4106.

Marum Rosedale has three goats among 
her array of  animals on her Rosedale’s 
End Of  The Rainbow Farm in Lithia.

 Marum Rosedale works with over 20 clients a 
week as a Pilates instructor on her farm in Lithia.

Marum Rosedale runs a small, family boarding operation on 
her farm in Lithia where she currently has five horses.

Marum Rosedale works with dancer Sophia Karp in a 
Pilates session on her farm in Lithia.


